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INTRODUCTION. 


HE evil Conſequences which 
have for many Years attended 
on Gaming in the Lottery, while 
Drawing, calls aloud for Refor- 
mation : Not a Seaſon paſles but 
we have many Inſtances of Ser- 
vants robbing their Maſters to 
purchace Chances, Policies, and 
inſuring Tickets; Tradeſmen, who 
are on the Eve of Bankruptcy, 
7 ſpending the Property of their Cre- 
ditors; and Journeymen of every 
} Denomination, ſquandering the 
Fruits of their Labours, to the 
great Injury of their Families, 
Parliament not long ſince, took 


this Grievance in Hand, but did 


not make Uſe of ſuch effectual 
Means as to put a Stop to this 
pernicious Buſineſs; for Gaming 
of every Degree, has ſince been car- 
ried on with greater Spirit thanever. 
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ir INTRODUCTION. 


It is a Pity but Lottery- Offices 
were ſo regulated, as only to ſell 
Tickets, Halves, or Quarters of 
Tickets, and not permitted to 
vend Chances, Policies, or take 
Money for Inſurance, under Pain 
of paying a heavy Penalty: 

However, it is hoped that what 
is contained in this little Tract, 
will in ſome Meafure open the 
Eyes of thoſe who are led away 


with the plauſible Deluſions that 


are ſet forth, to draw in the Ig- 
norant and Unwfary, by the Ef- 
fects that ſuch Proceedings have 
too often produced. 

That the following Admontions 
may be uſeful in the Prevention 
of Gaming in the Ways here ſpo- 
ken of 1s the fincere Prayer of 


Th: AUTHOR. 
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HE great Decay of Piety in 
this corrupt and degenerate 
Age, has given Rile to many 
Evils that are hurtful to Fa- 
milies, Individuals, and the Public 
in general. Among the many, I know 
not a greater than that of Gaming, eſ- 
pecially that Sort which is practiſed in 
4 3 our 
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our Annual Lotteries, and which is 


now become ſo common amongſt all 
Ranks of People from the Merchant to 
the Beggar, that it calls aloud to the 
Guardians of the Laws, to put an End 
to ſuch baſe and unlawful Commerce. 


I mean to point out in this little 


Piece, the Evils which attend on ſuch 
Methods of Gaming. 


The Meaning, End, and Uſe of Lot- 
teries, is intended for the good of the 
State; to raiſe ſuch Sums of Money 
as our Exigencies ſhall require, with- 
out levying more Taxes ; or to eaſe the 
Burden of the Subject; and to be diſ- 
tributed in Tickets to ſuch whoſe eaſy 
Circumſtances will admit them to buy 
without injuring themſelves, their Fa. 
milies, or their Creditors—And to thoſe 
well diſpoſed Perſons whoſe Fortunes 
enable them to purchaſe, merely to aſ- 
fiſt Government, without the Deſire, 


or even Hope, of any Gain whatſoever. 
But 
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Bot alas! like many Inſtitutions of 
. hire Nature, whoſe original Inten- 
tion was for the Benefit of Mankind, 
its End is ſubverted and abuſed. 


The generality of thoſe who keep 
7 Lottery-Offices, being Men too often 
poſſeſſed of neither Property nor Probity, 
the Buſineſs of keeping ſuch an Office, 
is now deteſted by almoſt every honeſt 
Man, and only worthy the Notice of 
ſuch as make uo Scruple of preying 
on the Subſtance of the Poor, and thoſe 
as have perhaps ſpent a good Fortune 
in rioting in Luxury and Diſſipation 
who, having a few Pounds remaining, 
Z flatter themſelves with the airy Phan- 
tom, and riſk the laſt Pound in the pre- 
carious Wheel, with the deluded Hope 
of regaining their ſpent Fortune; and 
thus deprive themſelves of the common 
Neceſſaries of Life, and the Means of 
obtaining Bread, then ſay with the un- 
juſt Steward, To Dig I cannot, to 
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* to Beg I am aſhamed"—and are hur- 
ried on by the Devil, and the Evil of 
their -own Hearts, to commit ſuch 
Crimes, to the Injury of their Fellow- 
Creatures, as brings them to an ig- 
nominious Death: Or on the other 
Hand, not being able to endure Want, 
nor bear the Reproaches of Poverty, they 
put a Period to their miſerable Exiſt- 


ence by Selt- Murder 


Numbers of Fradeſmen in this great 


City, have, nay, are at this Moment, 
hazarding their ALL in the Lottery: 
Imprudence, or perhaps Misfortunes, 
have brought them to ſo low an Ebb, as 
to be on the Eve of Bankruptcy, while 
they embrace the ſame deſperate Means, 
determined either totally to ruin or 
eſtabliſh their Credit. | 


Many are now groaning under the 
Burden of ſuch Acts of Injuſtice and 


bad Policy. Had they but truſted to 
divine 
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divine Providence and the Clemency 


of their Creditors, their Affairs might 


have been conciliated and made up. 
But now, their Intentions of Defraud 
is too obvious to be concealed, and 


that Lenity which would have thrown 


a Veil over unſeen and unavoidable Mis- 
fortunes, only adds freſh Aggravation 
to their Crime, and they are held up to 
the World, as Characters unworthy the 
Pity of the Benevolent or Humane. 


Let us now take a View of the Mer- 
chant's or Tradeſman's Clerk, whoſe 
Truſt repoſed in him is extenſive, who 
perhaps may be purchaſing Chances, 
or practiſing other Methods of Gaming 
now made Ule of in Lottery- Offices, 
with his Maſter's Property, and looſ- 
ing his Subſtance to a large amount, 


| before he is detected. 


Such may buoy themſelves up, after 
throwing away Twenty or Forty Pounds, 
| that 
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that if they continue to Inſure, they 
will regain their Loſſes, till perhaps 
they loſe ſome Hundreds. Fearful 
of their Proceedings being made known, 
abſcond from their Maſter's Service: 
Such a ſudden Departure without aſ- 
ſigning any Reaſon for ir, cauſes Suſ- 
picions to ariſe; and the Maſter on 
looking over his Accounts, perceives 
the Robbery. For the Sake of Juſtice, 
rather than for the Injury he has ſuſ. 
tained, he advertiſes the Defraud, ap- 
prehends theCulprit, arraigns him at the 
Barr, caſts and condemns him, 


Thus a Youth, perhaps not Twenty, 
who, had he uſed the proper Means to 
obtain Riches, might in Time, have 
made a Figure in the World, to the Ho- 
nour of himſelf, and the Comfort of his 
aged Parents, who perhaps congratulated 
themſelves on having ſo promiſing a 
Son, and likely to make ſo good a 
Man, muſt now be made Miſerable, 
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as their Day of Joy is overcaſt, their 
Root of Happineſs cut off, not in the 
Bloom, but in the Bud of Life; ere 
the Dawn of Manhood overſpreads his 


Face, his Actions conſign him to the 
Grave! 


Let us in the next Place, conſider the 
Caſe of the domeſtic Servant and the 
Apprentice — Many Inſtances already 
have been ſeen in both theſe Charac- 
ters: The Woman, excited with the 
ſame Views as others, of Gain, by In- 
ſuring, &c. firſt throws away all the 
Money ſhe has ſaved by Servitude, next 
pawns her Cloaths, and ſo goes on, till 
ſhe makes away with her Maſter's or 
Miſtreſſes Property. 


The Apprentice, in all Likelihood 
younger than the Maid, ſeeing the bad 
Example ſet before him, coincides 
with her, and ſteals from the Shop or 


Money-drawer, till at laſt, they are both 
found 
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found out, and puniſhed —if not Pe- 


nally, they loſe their Characters and 
ate turned away: She, not daring to 
aſk for the uſual Recommendation to 
another Place; and the Lad, perhaps 
without either Father or Mother, being 
taken out of the Foundling-Hoſpital, 
Work-Houſe, or Charity School, are 


both rendered incapable of the Means 
of earning their Bread in an honeſt Man- 
ner: One throws herſelf upon the 


JT own, is ruined and deſerted, and wan- 


ders about friendleſs and toriorn z and 
to drown her Reflections, and ſtupify 


her Senſes, ſhe drinks Drams; which, 


with the Diſeaſes ſhe accumulates by 
$requent Proſtitution, ſoon puts an end 


to her miſerable Lite The other, to 


that of picking Pockets, who for a 


Time, way eſcape the Juſtice which 1s 
due to his Crimes, till he becomes 


Older, and conſequently more hardened, 
and at Length goes to robbing on the 
High- way, and of Courſe ſhares theſame 
Fate as others have done before him. 


Nor 
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Nor is the Journeyman Mechanic 
free from the Deceit of this alluring 
Evil ; fo fair are the Pretences to Gain, 
that he ſhall be ſo led away with it, as 
on Saturday Evening, after receiving; 
the Hire of his Week's Labour, in- 
ſtead'of carrying the Money Home to- 
his Family, as to ſquander it away 
at the Lottery-Office in the Ways be- 
fore mentioned. Having no Money: 
by him, recourſe is had to the Shop 
of the voracious Pawn-Broker to pur-- 
chaſe Food for the Sunday's Dinner, 


Theſe being the dreadful Effects 
produced byLottery-Offices, does it not 
require a ſpeedy Reformation, and an 
entire Stop put to ſo great a Grievance ? 
If it be ſuffered to continue any longer, 
our Priſons will be filled with Debtors, 
and our Streets lined with the Wives 
and Children of thoſe who are confined 
for even leſs Sums than they have ſquan- 


dered away at the Lottery-Offices, 
Oo! 
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O! what have they to anſwer for, 
before the great and holy Gop, who 
make a Trade of cheating and impo- 
veriſhing Men, Women, and Children, 
by this pernicious Art of Gambling; 
who at once pretend to entertain, and 
deſtroy their Brethren; like Joab to 
Amaſa, with one Hand Embrace, and 
with the other they Stab! 


How many Tradeſmen have fallen a 
Prey to this rooking generation of Lot- 


tery-Offce Keepers? How many Ap- 


prentices have been ruined by robbing 


their Maſters, to feed thoſe cruel and 
inſatiable Horſe-leeches? Enough to 
make every diſcreet Perſon, reſolve ne- 
ver to lay out one Penny with ſuch mer- 
cileſs Thieves and Robbers; nor ever 
to expend the comfortable Subſiſtence 
they may have obtained by Induſtry, or 
the Patrimony of their Fathers, in fo 
contemptible a Manner, which beg- 
gars a Man without the leaſt Gratifica- 


tion of any reaſonable Appetite. 
And 


os. 2 
And yet notwithſtanding all the Sin 
and Miſery that has been brought upon 
Men by theſe Means, ſome People may 
reply, that there are others, who have 
been benefited by gaming in the Lot- 
tery, and may prove one Inſtance in a 
thouſand of an Eſtate gotten by it; yer 
this volatile ſort of Gain, will ſooner or 
later appear to be an unbleſt Portion, 
and is 'but ſeldom tranſmitted to the 
third Generation. 


Thus have I given you a ſhort View 
of the dreadful Conſequences attend- 
ing on the illicit Methods of obtain- 
ing ſuch ungodly Gain, which not only 
tends to the Hurt of your temporal 
Eſtate, but alſo of your eternal Welfare. 
Therefore, take Care, run no Hazards; 
but be content with what God pleaſes to 
give you, whether it be little or much. 


The Tradeſman who ruins himfelf, 
generally injures or ruins thoſe who 
are 
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are connected with him The Youth 
of both Sexes, of every Age and Con- 
dition, ſhould reflect before they enter 
upon ſuch Schemes, what is likely to be 
the Reſult of them; that many are 
mourning over the Loſs of diſconſo- 
late Parents whoſe grey Hairs were 
brought down with Sorrow to the 
Grave, by their Children's Acts of 
imprudence and Diſhoneſty. Some 
wallowing in the Sins of Uncleanneſs; 
and Othegs wandering about like Cain 
of Old, having the Mark of God's An- 
ger ſer upon them, in far Countries, 
and who are fearful of returning Home, 
leaſt the Laws of the Land ſhould ſen- 
:tence them to an untimely End. 


p Finally, let thoſe that have Sinned, 
;  -fin no more, repent of their Doings, 
| and remember * that Righteouſneſs 
f u tendeth to Life, while he that purſueth 
Evil, purſueth it to his own Death.“ 
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